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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 


Removal En Bloc of Epithelioma of the Perns.— Mauclaire (Arckiv 
g£ju d. ckir., 190S, 11,247) says that in the treatment of cancer we should 
practice wide removal of the growth and should, as far as possible^ avoid 
inoculating the wound surface during the operation. The latter object 
is best attained by trying to remove en masse the infected glandular area 
and the tumor. Mauclaire did the following operation for cancer of 
the penis: An antiseptic compress was WTnpped about the end of the 
penis to protect the operative wound from infectious or neoplasmic 
contamination. In the first stage he dissected the skin oyer the right 
inguinal region with the underlying connective tissue and the lymph 
glands dowm to the aponeurosis ana femoral vein, in a triangular area, 
inward to the pubic symphysis. The second stage consisted of a similar 
procedure on the left side. In the third stage he made a transverse 
incision three fingers’ breadth above the root of the penis. In raising 
the skin and connective tissue here a small gland may be encountered. 
In the fourth stage all the tissues of the penis are divided from above 
downward, including the lateral portion of the scrotum, so that all the 
lymphatics passing in this region shall be removed. All the tissues 
removed are thus in one piece. After ligating the bleeding points the 
suprapubic skin and that of the scrotum are brought together and sutured 
to the stump of the penis. The urethra is easily divided and separated, 
and its Interal margins everted and sutured to the skin of the scrotum. 
The margins of the rest of the wound are then brought together by sutures; 
a catheter is left in the bladder and dressings applied to the wound. 
Epithelioma of the penis is often developed from warts, placques of 
leukoplakia or a phimosis. Its evolution is generally very slow. Lym- 

E hntic involvement is irregular as to its location and extent.^ There may 
e from the beginning cancerous involvement of the inguinal and 
iliac glands. Therefore, we should remove early, and in mass, the tumor 
and the bilateral lymphatic region. The removal should be wide jn 
order to increase the chances of passing the infected territory and avoid¬ 
ing operative grafting of the cancer. 

The Various Forms of Puerperal Mastitis and Their Treatment.— Feinen 
(Dent. Ztechr . /. Chir. t 1908, xclv, 357) quotes and seems to agree with 
Fleck in the statement that there is no longer any doubt that mastitis 
is almost always due to the penetration of bacteria, by the lymph paths, 
from abrasions or fissures of the nipple. The bacteria are chiefly 
staphylococci; more rarely streptococci; in a few cases gonococci, typhoid 
bacilli, micrococcus, tetragenus, colon bacilli, etc. The infection occurs 
generally in from the second to the fourth week. Broucha reported 
one case in which it developed twelve hours after birth. The forms of 
mastitis are classified into four groups: very acute inflammations, mam¬ 
mary abscesses, interstitial or parenchymatous mastitis and the gan¬ 
grenous form. To these may be added the tubercular. The clinical 
features of the acute inflammatory, the abscess, and the gangrenous 
forms are too well known to require special attention. The correct 
diagnosis of the interstitial or parenchymatous is more difficult When 
only a part of the gland is diseased and the inflammation is visible in the 
skin only through a doughy swelling, and in the deeper part a diffuse 
hardening with no fluctuation is felt, and when in consequence of the 
radiating arrangement of the ducts and lymphatics of the gland, the 
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inflamed area is broad at the periphery and gradually narrows at the 
nipple, the diagnosis of the interstitial or parenchymatous may safely 
be made. In such cases there is not a total melting away of the inter¬ 
stitial connective tissue, nor a confluent abscess formation. It presents 
the picture of an intracanalicular mastitis. Feinen sums up the treat¬ 
ment of the different forms as follows: In cases of early inflammations 
the antiphlogistic treatment is best. This consists in placing the affected 
breast mechanically and functionally at rest. The child is weaned, 
the milk is not withdrawn, and a purge is given. The breast is fixed 
to the thorax and moist dressings applied. In from two to four days 
tlie inflammation subsides. In cases of. circumscribed mammary 
abscesses a small incision into the abscess and suction by cupping, 
according to the Bier method, gives the best results. In cases of inter¬ 
stitial mastitis, the new operation of Bardenheuer, gives the best results. 
This consists in raising tne breast by an incision along its lower border. 
The whole gland is separated from the pectoral fascia. The abscesses 
are then incised and drained from the posterior surface, and the wound 
surface cleansed of all infected tissue.- It heals by granulation. Only 
a single operation is required and this is simple and exact and gives the 
best cosmetic result. There is no scar on the surface of the breast, 
and only a linear scar at the lower border, which is obscured by the over¬ 
hanging breast. The remaining gland tissue preserves its function and 
only the diseased tissue is removed. Finally, because of the small amount 
of scar tissue, it offers the least probability of cancer formation. In the 
gangrenous forms the simple removal of the gangrenous parts is advised. 
In all cases of puerperal, tuberculous mastistis, amputation is the only 
treatment considered. 


The Gleich Operation and its Results in the Therapy of Flat-foot.— 
Frisch {Archiv f. klin. Chir., 1908, lxxxvii, 324) describes the Gleich 
operation as performed in Eiselberg’s clinic as follows: An oblique 
incision, a finger’s breadth above the external malleolus, divides the 
skin, subcutaneous tissue, tendo Achillis and periosteum of the calcan¬ 
eus. The margins of the wound are retracted with sharp hooks and 
the tuberosity is chiselled through, with as smooth a surface and as little 
splintering as possible. The periosteum on the far side of the bone 
wound is divided with a sharp knife in order to obtain free mobility 
of the separated piece of bone. This is displaced downward about the 
thickness of the small finger and slightly inward. If in any case the 
valgus position is especially marked, tins lateral displacement of the 
tuberosity should be somewhat more marked. How far forward the 
fragment may be pushed will depend upon the angle of the chiselled 
surface. If this is in the right direction, as the fragment is pushed 
downward it may also be displaced anteriorly. While it is being held 
in the desired position it is fixed by a nail driven from the s ummi t of the 
tuberosity through the fragment into the body of the calcaneus. The 
operation can be done aseptically throughout, and after the proper skin 
sutures are introduced and dressings applied,, a plaster bandage may 
be put on. without drainage. Frisch recommends this operation for 
severe cases, because of its simplicity and permanent results. The 
support of the arch will be so changed by the alteration in the position 
of the tuberosity of the os calcis, that the anterior or chief end of the 
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arch will be relieved and the lateral deviation diminished. By the 
displacement forward the leverage action of the tendo Achillis will 
be more advantageous. By the down-yard displacement the- short 
plantar muscles produce an increase in the convexity of the plantar 
arch. The correction of the valgus position is obtained by the displace¬ 
ment of the tuberosity inward. A few months are necessary before the 
patient can walk or stand. The wearing of a brace or splint after the 
operation will not be necessary' as the improvement is spontaneous. 

Two Cases of Gallstone Hens; Operation; Becovery.— Newbolt 
(Lancet , 1908, clxxv, 797) says that the diagnosis was not made in 
either of his two cases before operation. The fact that the obstruction 
is a mechanical blocking of the bowel and that those symptoms depend¬ 
ing upon a direct interference with the vascular supply are absent, 
may help us in the diagnosis. In both cases the stones were found in 
the small intestine not far from the ileocecal valve. They were both 
nearly of the same size. The first measured two inches in length, one 
and one-half indies in diameter, and three and one-half inches in cir¬ 
cumference; and the second was only one-quarter of an inch smaller in 
each dimension. Each stone had a constriction at the end nearest the 
duodenum, and in one case the stone was fractured at this constriction. 
What impressed Newbold most was the unfamiliar type of the symp¬ 
toms of obstruction in both cases. Some days after the beginning of 
the attack, neither of the patients looked as ill as one would have ex¬ 
pected and the soft though distended abdomen with the absence of 
tenderness on pressure, was most marked. A stringent cross examina¬ 
tion failed to elicit any history of gallstones even after operation. 

Notes on 679 Operations Performed under Spinal Anesthesia (Cocaine 
or Stovaine) by Tnffier'a Method.— Saeadini ( Lancet , clxxv, 1213) says 
that the early contributions of Corning, Tuffier, and others had estab¬ 
lished the fact that the introduction of cocaine into the spinal column 
produced widespread anesthesia without circulatory or respiratory 
disturbances, and that cocaine determined no grave changes in contact 
with the nerve elements. Sabadini’s 679 operations included a large 
variety of laparotomies and operations on the limbs. They were always 
below the level of the umbilicus, the anesthesia extending upward as 
a general rule to within two fingers’ breadth below the breasts. Yet he 
removed three mammary cancers by this method and did a resection of 
the elbow. The dose in these 4 cases was 3 eg. for the first 3, and 4 eg. 
for the fourth. To insure diffusion of the cocaine the patient was kept 
in the Trendelenberg position for ten minutes after the infection, but 
anesthesia was incomplete in each case and chloroform was added. He 
has not repeated the experiment. The number of failures was about 
11 per cent., and they were probably due to idiosyncrasies or to the 
fact that the anesthetic dose varies with the individual. The subjective 
phenomena occurring between five and fifteen minutes after injec¬ 
tion are such as pallor, sweating, nausea, vomiting, and occasionally 
but rarely marked apprehension. Epileptoid tremors of the lower 
limbS'Und fatal syncope may develop. The frequency of nausea and 
vomiting has been reduced SO per cent, by giving the patients their 
breakfast before making the injection. Sabadini has had no case_of 
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fatal syncope. He recognizes the following contra-indications to this 
method of anesthesia: Advanced cachexia, bilateral nephritis with 
scanty urinary secretion, myocarditis, pericarditis with effusion, and 
non-compensated cardiac affections. These absolutely prohibit the 
use of cocaine. The only two untoward consequences at a later period 
have been headache and rachialgia. All accidents that occur are to be 
ascribed to a defective technique and not to the method per se. The 
only real drawback to the method is that in certain nervous and alcoholic 
subjects the anesthesia is not complete. It may be employed in patients 
from ten to fifteen years of age up to extreme ola age. Although 
stovaine was not given a satisfactory trial, on the whole the advantages 
appear to be in its favor. 

A New Method of Sterilizing the Skin for Operations.— Grossisch 
(Zent. /. Ckir.f 1908, xxxv, 1289) has had a large experience in the 
treatment of wounds resulting from accidents. These are frequently 
difficult to render aseptic, especially when they involve the hairy part 
of the scalp, neck, axilla, or scrotum, or the fingers and toes. In his 
first case Grossisch painted the surface of a broad lacerated wound and 
the surrounding skin with the tincture of iodine without any washing. 
He sutured the wound completely, coated the sutures with the iodine 
and applied the usual sterile dressing. Healing by first intention 
followed. This method has since been repeated many times with the 
same result, provided there was already no preceding sign of infection 
of the wound. When a preliminary cleansing of the wound and sur¬ 
rounding skin by soap and water was made, the healing was not so favor¬ 
able and points of suppuration developed here and there. This method 
was later applied to small operations, the hair being first shaved dry, 
and the field of operation then covered with the tincture of iodine. 
Perfect healing by first intention was usually obtained. Microscopic 
examination of a piece of skin treated by iodine showed that the iodine 
had penetrated into all the clefts and spaces and lymph radicles. This 
capacity for penetration is due to the alcohol present. Water or 
watery solutions penetrate only incompletely and superficially. Gross¬ 
isch has used this method in operations for free, inguinal and femoral 
hernim and incarcerated inguinal. All healed without any disturbance. 
The method has also been employed successfully in other major opera¬ 
tions. The same scrupulous (rare must be observed in cleansing the 
hands, instruments, ana dressings, as in operations by the usual methods. 


Compensatory Re-arrangement of the Space in the Chest Cavity .after 
Amputation of One Lung, together with Observations on Operative 
Mediastinal Emphysema.— Friederich (Archiv f. klin. Chir. x 1908, 
Ixxxvii, 647) says that mediastinal emphysema may become a fatal 
complication after operation on the lung, especially when the operation 
invades the lung near the hilus and when the opened bronchus, has not 
been closed properly. .Seven days after amputation in the pneumatic 
cabinet of the lung of a dog, when the recovery was progressing favorably, 
the dog suddenly began to fail and to develop a subcutaneous emphy¬ 
sema over the chest. This progressed rapidly and extensively, ana the 
dog died in six or seven hours. Postmortem examination showed beside 
the general subcutaneous emphysema, interstitial emphysema along 



